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Marian Mariology 
 

Chapter  4 



The veneration of Mary, when properly understood, permeates the entire life of the 
Church; it is a dimension of dogma and of piety, of Christology and of ecclesiology. 
This dimension needs to be made explicit today in connection with the problems of 
humanity. Mariology expresses something fundamental to the Christian life itself, to 
the Christian experience of the world. 
 
Sound Mariology has always been understood in Christological terms. If the Gospel 
revealed nothing more than the fact that Jesus Christ, God and man, was born of 
Mary, this alone would be sufficient for the Church to love her and to draw  
theological conclusions from pondering this relationship of Mother and Son. We need 
no other revelations. Mary is a self-evident and essential datum and dimension of the 
Gospel. 
 
Chapter one centers on Catechesis flowing from Byzantine Marian spirituality with  
commentary by Brother John M. Samaha, S.M.  Chapter two discuses Mariology  
today with commentary by Rev. Professor Michael Lapierre, S.J.  The remaining  
chapters are commentaries on various Marion topics by noted theologian Fr. John A. 
Hardon, S.J. (1914– 2000). 
 

 
Chapter 4 

 
The Assumption of Our Lady 

by Fr. John A. Hardon, S.J. 
 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin means that after Her life on earth, Mary was 
taken body and soul into Heaven. Unlike other saints, therefore, Our Lady is in  
Heaven not only with Her soul but also with Her glorified body. Pope Pius XII defined 
this doctrine as a "divinely revealed dogma" on November 1, 1950. 
 
The Mother of God was conceived without original sin. Consequently She did not 
have to wait, like the rest of us, for the resurrection on the last day. She is with Her 
Divine Son in the same body – although now resplendent in glory – that She gave Him 
at Nazareth. He ascended bodily into Heaven forty days after His Resurrection. She 
was assumed bodily into Heaven after She completed Her stay on earth, some fifteen 
years later. 
 
For about fourteen hundred years, the Feast of the Assumption has been celebrated 
on August 15. It is now one of the holy days of obligation for the universal Church 
(Canon 1246), when "the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass; they are also 
to abstain from those labors and business concerns which impede the worship to be 
rendered to God" (Canon 1247). 

Assumption and Fatima 

What are some of the lessons for us to learn from this mystery of our faith? 
They are the same lessons that Our Lady gave us when She appeared at 
Fatima. We are to pray, make sacrifices, and do penance for poor sinners 
who are offending God. 
 
Mary's bodily Assumption is the promise of our own glorious resurrection 
from the grave – provided we pray. Without prayer we cannot remain 
faithful in our service of God. 
 
Mary's assumption is the proof of how profitable it is to make sacrifices. 
Not the least of these sacrifices is the surrender of our bodily pleasures 
that are contrary to the will of God. The eternal reward is worth the  
temporal price we have to pay in self-control. By now giving up what we 
like but what is sinful, and enduring what is painful to us but pleasing to 
God, we shall enjoy Heaven with Jesus and Mary – in body and soul – in the 
world to come. 
 
Mary's Assumption is a call to penance. Pope Pius XII expressed the hope 
that this new honor to Mary would introduce "a spirit of penance to  
replace the prevalent love of pleasure, and a renewal of family life  
stabilized where divorce was common and made fruitful where birth  
control was practiced." 
 
If we hope to be eternally with Jesus, we must now imitate the virtues of 
Mary. She is the perfect model of how we should live; in simple faith, 
trustful hope, and selfless love of God and others. 
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