COMMENT:

Saint Peter Claver

The Holy Spirit’s might and power is manifested in the striking
decisions and bold actions of Peter Claver. A decision to leave one’s Feast Day: September 9th
homeland never to return reveals a gigantic act of will, difficult for the
contemporary mind to imagine. Peter's determination to serve forever
the most abused, rejected and lowly of all people is stunningly heroic.
When we measure our lives against such a man's, we become aware of
our own barely used potential and of our need to open ourselves more
to the jolting power of Jesus' Spirit.

QUOTE:

Peter Claver understood that concrete service like the
distributing of medicine, food or brandy to his black brothers and sisters
could be as effective a communication of the word of God as verbal
preaching. As Peter Claver often said, "We must speak to them with our
hands before we try to speak to them with our lips."

PRAYER TO SAINT PETER CLAVER

Dear Saint of our modern times,
you were permeated with compassion for the oppressed,
for human beings sold as slaves and treated as expendable beasts.
While alleviating their natural ills,
you also took away their spiritual ills,
and taught them the surpassing knowledge of Christ.

Inspire many of our contemporaries PATRON:
to become self-sacrificing missionaries like you. AGAINST SLAVERY; FOREIGN MISSIONS; RACE RELATIONS; COLOMBIA;
Amen DIOCESE OF SHREVEPORT, AND LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA.
*(excerpted from: www.catholicculture.org) SYMBOLS:

SHIP; COCKLE SHELL USED FOR BAPTIZING;
USUALLY PICTURED BAPTIZING A BLACK SLAVE.

PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.pamphletstoinspire.com




Saint Peter Claver

*Peter was born of a distinguished family in Catalonia, Spain in
1581. He joined the Society of Jesus (Jesuits), and after his novitiate in
Taragona was sent to the college of Montesione, at Palma in Majorca.
There he met Brother Alphonse Rodriguez (also a saint), the humble
porter of the convent. Alphonse set Peter’s soul on fire to save the
souls of the African slaves — thousands being lost because there was
no one to minister to them. His superiors finally sent Peter to New
Granada in April of 1610. He was never to return to his native Spain.

By 1615 Peter finished his studies and was ordained a priest in
Cartagena. When he made his final vows, he added a personal one:
Peter, slave of the slaves forever. Here in this busy seaport city, in a
hot, humid, tropical climate, Father Claver spent most of his priestly
life. Cartagena was the principal slave market for the New World.
Thousands of blacks were brought there, herded into warehouses and
auctioned to the highest bidder. Captured in Africa, these slaves were
chained in groups of six and crammed into the lower holds of ships
designed to hold 100-200, but holding 600-800 humans. Their
treatment was so inhumane that 1/3 of the slaves died in the sea
journey.

It was to these people
that Peter would minister. He
would meet each slave ship as it

J| arrived. Peter would go to the
warehouses and bring them
food, water, medicine and
clothing, for, as he said "We
must speak to them with our
hands, before we try to speak
to them with our lips".

But most of all, he S
brought them God.
While nursing them
back to health, he
would teach them of
Christ, explain to
them that they were
loved by God more
than they were
abused by man, and
that evil outraged
God. He offered
their only consolation: hope in the promises of God. Nearly
three hundred thousand of them received baptism at his
hands.

His apostolate extended beyond his care for slaves. He
became a moral force, indeed, the apostle of Cartagena. He
preached in the city square, gave missions to sailors and
traders as well as country missions, during which he avoided,
when possible, the hospitality of the planters and owners and
lodged in the slave quarters instead.

After twenty-seven years of devotion to the black
slaves, St. Peter Claver died at Cartagena on September 8,
1654. Leo Xlll canonized him on January 15, 1888, proclaiming
him special patron and protector of the negroes.

St. Alphonsus Rodriguez, porter of the college, who
inspired Peter to become a missionary for the slaves was
canonized at the same time.



