God’s Holy Church from the snares of the enemy and from all
adversity; keep us one and all under thy continual protection, that we
may be supported by thine example and thine assistance, may be
enabled to lead a holy life, die a happy death and come at last to the
possession of everlasting blessedness in heaven. Amen.

CONSECRATION TO ST. JOSEPH

O, my beloved St. Joseph, adopt me as thy child, take care of my
salvation, watch over me day and night, preserve me from the
occasion of sin, obtain for me purity of soul and body! Through thy
intercession with Jesus grant me a spirit of sacrifice, of humility and
self-denial, a burning love for Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, and a
sweet tender love for Mary, my Mother. St. Joseph, be with me living,
be with me dying and obtain for me a favorable judgment from Jesus,
my merciful Savior. Amen

Great Saints have assured us that St. Joseph can assist us in needs

of every kind. Nevertheless, he is particularly known for help in family
problems, financial needs, protection of purity, defense against
dangers, matters involving work or housing, and as Patron of a Happy
Death.

"St. Joseph was so reserved and careful in his speech that not one
word ever issued from his mouth that was not good and holy, nor did
he ever indulge in unnecessary or less than charitable conversation.
He was most patient and diligent in bearing fatigue; he practiced
extreme poverty; he was most meek in bearing injuries; he was strong
and constant against my enemies; he was the faithful witness of the
wonders of Heaven, being dead to the flesh and the world, living only
for God and for heavenly goods, which were the only things he
desired. He was perfectly conformed to the Divine Will and so
resigned to the dispositions of Heaven that he ever repeated: 'May the
Will of God ever be done in me!' He rarely spoke with men, but
continually with God, whose Will he desired to perform. Wherefore,
he now enjoys great glory in Heaven" (Words of Our Lady to St Bridget
of Sweden)
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to Saint Joseph




March, the month dedicated to St. Joseph
Feast of St. Joseph - March 19

GO TO JOSEPH

"Of old it was said to the needy and suffering people in the kingdom
of Egypt: 'Go to Joseph, and do all that he shall say to you.' (Gen.
41:55).

"The same is now said by the Sovereign Pontiff to all needy and
suffering people in the kingdom of the Church: GO TO JOSEPH . . ..

"What was truly said of the first Joseph, as to his future, and as to
his goodness, his chastity, his patience, his wisdom, his influence
with the king, his power over the people, and his love for his
brethren, is verified much more perfectly, even to this day, in the
second JOSEPH."

-- Herbert Cardinal Vaughan, Archbishop of Westminister

ST. TERESA'S PLEA
Words of St. Teresa of Avila

"Would that | could persuade all men to be devoted to this glorious
Saint, for | know by long experience what blessings he can obtain for

us from God. | have never known anyone who was truly devoted to him
and honored him by particular services who did not advance greatly in

virtue: for he helps in a special way those souls who commend

themselves to him. It is now very many years since | began asking him

for something on his feast, and | have always received it. If the
petition was in any way amiss, he rectified it for my greater good .

.. lask for the love of God that he who does not believe me will
make the trial for himself - then he will find out by experience the
great good that results from commending oneself to this glorious
Patriarch and in being devoted to him .. ."

-Autobiography, VI, 11-12

WORDS OF ST. ALPHONSUS LIGUORI

"Since we all must die, we should cherish a special devotion to
St. Joseph, that he may obtain for us a happy death. All
Christians regard him as the advocate of the dying who had
honored him during their life, and that for three reasons:

"First, because Jesus Christ loved him not only as a friend, but
as a father, and on this account his mediation is far more
efficacious than that of any other Saint.

"Second, because St. Joseph has obtained special power
against the evil spirits, who tempt us with redoubled vigor at
the hour of death.

"Third, the assistance given St. Joseph at his death by Jesus
and Mary obtained for him the right to secure a holy and
peaceful death for his servants. Hence, if they invoke him at
the hour of death he will not only help them, but he will also
obtain for them the assistance of Jesus and Mary."

PRAYER TO ST. JOSEPH
(Ad te Beate Joseph -- prayer of Pope Leo XIlII)

To thee, O blessed Joseph, do we have recourse in our
tribulation, and having implored the help of thy thrice holy
Spouse, we confidently invoke thy patronage also. By that
charity wherewith thou wast united to the Immaculate Virgin
Mother of God, and by that fatherly affection with which thou
didst embrace the Child Jesus, we beseech thee and we
humbly pray, that thou wouldst look graciously upon the
inheritance which Jesus Christ hath purchased by His Blood,
and assist us in our needs by thy power and strength. Most
watchful Guardian of the Holy Family, protect the chosen
people of Jesus Christ; keep far from us, most loving father, all
blight of error and corruption: mercifully assist us from
heaven, most mighty defender, in this our conflict with the
powers of darkness; and, even as of old thou didst rescue the
Child Jesus from the supreme peril of his life, so now defend



