
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

End of Psalm  116 
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Psalms 
(Songs of Praise) 

 
Psalm Number:  116 

  
All nations are called upon to praise God for His mercy and truth. 

 
1. O praise the Lord, all ye nations:  praise him, all ye people. 
2. For his mercy is confirmed upon us:  and the truth of the Lord  
        remaineth forever. 

P s a l m   36:  3 



The Psalms are songs of praise and cover a period of about 1000 years, from the 
time of Moses (ca. 1400 B.C.) to the Israelites' return from exile (ca. 450 B.C.). They 
deal with selected events of that period and provide us with the thoughts and  
feelings of those who went through the experiences recorded.   After being made a 
Cardinal by Pope Clement VIII,  Saint Robert Bellarmine, prepared for posterity his 
very own commentary on each of the Psalms.  Enclosed are his interpretations on  
each of the Psalms. 

Psalm  Number:  116 
 

Explanation of the psalm 
 

1. “O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him all ye people.”  He  
addresses the whole Church, and exhorts it to praise God.  “All ye  
nations” is directed to the converted Gentiles, who are named first by 
reason of their being in the majority, and the people nearer those of 
the Jews who had been converted to the faith; and the apostles  
themselves, in alluding to a similar expression and the second Psalm, 
“why have the Gentiles raged, and the people meditated vain things,” 
apply the former to the Gentiles, and the latter to the Jews. 
 
 
 
 
2. “For his mercy is confirmed upon us: and the truth of the Lord  
remaineth forever.”  The reason assigned to praising God is, “for his 
mercy is confirmed on us” by the arrival of the Messias to Jews and 
Gentiles; “and the truth of the Lord remaineth forever;” but the Church 
was established, “against which the gates of hell shall not prevail,” and 
his kingdom was established, of which there will be no end. 
 

 


