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Padre Pio and Lina Fiorellini

Lina Fiorellini met Padre Pio in 1919. At that time, Lina was
employed by the Pontremoli family. Lina thought very highly
of the family and felt blessed that she could work for them.
She spoke to Padre Pio and asked him to always keep the
Pontremoli family in his prayers. “They are good people,”
Padre Pio replied. “l will remember them before the Lord and
pray to Jesus for their salvation.” Lina often shared her
Catholic faith with Lucia Pontremoli and her son, Aldo.
Although they were not Christians, they listened to Lina with
great interest and respect. Lina also told them many stories
about Padre Pio.

Aldo, who was a professor at the University of Milan, was
preparing to go on an expedition to the North Pole. The
whole world was following the upcoming expedition with
great anticipation. It was scheduled for the spring of 1928.
Shortly before Aldo and the crew left for the North Pole, they
were granted an audience with Pope Pius XI. Aldo was so
inspired by meeting the Pope that he sought out a Catholic
priest and asked for baptism. Several days later, he left on the
expedition. Tragically, Aldo lost his life, as did the other crew
members, when the airship they were traveling in collided
into ice.

A few months after Aldo’s death, Lina had a vivid
dream. In her dream, Aldo spoke to her and said,
owe my salvation to you and to Padre Pio.” He then
kissed her on the forehead. The next time Lina went
to San Giovanni Rotondo, she told Padre Pio about
the dream. “Was Aldo speaking the truth to me in my
dream?” Lina asked. “Yes, your dream was true,”
Padre Pio replied. “Aldo went from the North Pole to
Paradise!”

III

Lina continued to pray for Aldo’s mother, Lucia
Pontremoli. Padre Pio encouraged Lina to offer up all
of her sufferings for the conversion of souls, including
Lucia’s. On Holy Thursday 1946, Lucia asked for
baptism. Padre Pio was filled with joy when Lina told
him the good news. Lina and Padre Pio had both been
praying for Lucia for more than twenty-five years.



