THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

CHAPTER 27

AND HIS NAME
WILL BE CALLED
WONDERFUL COUNSELOR
MIGHTY.GOD),
EVERLASI NG FATHER,
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Isaiah is called "The Book of Salvation." The name Isaiah means "the salvation of the
Lord" or "the Lord is salvation." Isaiah is the first book containing the writings of the
prophets of the Bible. And the author, Isaiah, who is called the Prince of Prophets,
shines above all the other writers and prophets of Scripture. His mastery of the
language, his rich and vast vocabulary, and his poetic skill have earned him the title,
"Shakespeare of the Bible." He was educated, distinguished, and privileged, yet
remained a deeply spiritual man. He was committed to obedience over the long haul
of his 55-60 year ministry as a prophet of God. He was a true patriot who loved his
country and his people. Strong tradition suggests that he died a martyrs death under
the reign of King Manasseh by being placed within the hallow of a tree trunk and
sawed in two.

Isaiah's calling as a prophet was primarily to the nation of Judah (the southern
kingdom) and to Jerusalem, urging the people to repent from their sins and return to
God. He also foretold the coming of the Messiah and the salvation of the Lord. Many
of his prophesies predicted events that occurred in Isaiah's near future, yet at the
same time they foretold the events of the distant future (such as the coming of the
Messiah), and even some events still to come in the last days (such as the second
coming of Christ).

In summary, the message of Isaiah is that salvation comes from God—not man. God
alone is Savior, Ruler and King.

Commentary on the book of Isaiah is by noted theologian Rev. William G. Most
(1914-1999). His contributions to theology have been recognized all over the world.
He published 12 books and a host of articles on topics ranging from biblical studies to
Mariology and Latin grammar.

Book of Isaiah

Summary of Chapter 27

Destruction of the wicked, salvation for God's people. Summary and Comments.
Chapter 27.

God will punish three monsters, two of them called Leviathan, symbolically
representing world powers. In Canaanite mythology Leviathan was a sea monster,
whom God conquered. The fact Isaiah uses the word need not mean he believes
such mythology - we can use lines from <Alice in Wonderland> without believing the
tale itself. The gliding serpent may stand for the Euphrates river, which is swift, the
coiling serpent could stand for the Tigris, with all its windings. And together of course
they stand for Assyria and Babylon. The monster of the sea could stand for another
great power, Egypt.

God will punish them, and will protect Israel -- both north and south
included -- which He calls a fruitful vineyard - that same imagery was used
in Isaiah 5:5.

He says He is not angry with His vineyard -- so this stands for the future
Israel, not that of Isaiah's day.

Finally Israel will bear much fruit. We think of the words of Jesus saying
that he who abides in Him bears much fruit. Only in this sense is 27:6 true
that Israel will fill all the world with fruit.

Before that time, however, He needs to strike His people. He will send the
East wind - a hot desert wind, standing easily for the powers to the East,
Assyria and Babylon. He destroyed them completely. He will leave a
remnant in Israel, after their sin is atoned for, their debt paid (cf. on this
concept our comments on chapter 1 above, as to sin as a debt, which the
Holiness of God wants paid).

The destruction of the city, overcome by the enemies from Mesopotamia,
is so great that cattle graze in what used to be a populous city. Israel has
been a people without understanding of the will of the Creator.

But the prophet looks far into the future when the Lord will thresh and
purify His people, from the lands towards Assyria, and the lands toward
Egypt. Then all will come to worship on God's holy mountain. On this cf.
our explanations in the commentary on chapter 2 above.

This is the completion of the chapters 14-27 that look far into the future,
even into the last period.

End of Chapter 27
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