“THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME”
ISAIAH 61:1
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THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

CHAPTER 47
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Isaiah is called "The Book of Salvation." The name Isaiah means "the salvation of the
Lord" or "the Lord is salvation." Isaiah is the first book containing the writings of the
prophets of the Bible. And the author, Isaiah, who is called the Prince of Prophets,
shines above all the other writers and prophets of Scripture. His mastery of the
language, his rich and vast vocabulary, and his poetic skill have earned him the title,
"Shakespeare of the Bible." He was educated, distinguished, and privileged, yet
remained a deeply spiritual man. He was committed to obedience over the long haul
of his 55-60 year ministry as a prophet of God. He was a true patriot who loved his
country and his people. Strong tradition suggests that he died a martyrs death under
the reign of King Manasseh by being placed within the hallow of a tree trunk and
sawed in two.

Isaiah's calling as a prophet was primarily to the nation of Judah (the southern
kingdom) and to Jerusalem, urging the people to repent from their sins and return to
God. He also foretold the coming of the Messiah and the salvation of the Lord. Many
of his prophesies predicted events that occurred in Isaiah's near future, yet at the
same time they foretold the events of the distant future (such as the coming of the
Messiah), and even some events still to come in the last days (such as the second
coming of Christ).

In summary, the message of Isaiah is that salvation comes from God—not man. God
alone is Savior, Ruler and King.

Commentary on the book of Isaiah is by noted theologian Rev. William G. Most
(1914-1999). His contributions to theology have been recognized all over the world.
He published 12 books and a host of articles on topics ranging from biblical studies to
Mariology and Latin grammar.

Book of Isaiah

Summary of Chapter 47

Fall of Babylon is Near. Chapter 47. Summary and Comments

Isaiah calls out: Daughter of Babylon (= the city), come down off your glorious throne
and sit in the dusk, and do a slaves work of grinding flour. God will exact justice,
sparing no one. (please recall our comments on chapter 1 where we explained the
great difference between vengeance and rebalancing the objective order, Hebrew
<nagam>). The Holy One of Israel, who loves all that is right, will bring this about.

In chapter 13 from the viewpoint of his own days before 700 B. C. Isaiah
had foretold the fall of Babylon. Now in a vision (unless we think it a
different author - please recall our comments before chapter 40) he sees
the fall of Babylon as proximate.

He continues to speak to Virgin Babylon: No longer will you be called a
gueen. God was angry with Israel, and gave them into the hand of Babylon.
Babylon was harsh, did no spare even feeble old people. Babylon thought it
could never fall. But it will come, and all their spells and astrology cannot
ward it off.

Then in mockery: Keep up your magic spells, and sorceries. Let your
astrologers come forward. They will be burned like stubble. Not one of
them can save Babylon.

The city fell to the forces of Cyrus in 539 B. C. It had been powerful since
the time of Nabopolassar and Nebuchadnezzar Il (who wrecked Jerusalem)
in the period 605-562. It is interesting to read the account of the fall of
Babylon in Daniel chapter 5 through 6:1. There it is said that Darius the
Mede took Babylon. Many say there was no such person. But Josephus in
Antiquities 10, 245-49 does report that Darius was a kinsman who could
have ruled for Cyrus for a time while Cyrus was occupied with other things.
This would be in accord with known policies of Cyrus.

End of Chapter 47
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