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Mr. Raffaele Ferraioli with his granddaughters,  
Taylor, Alexa and Paige 
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My daughter Nicole was pregnant with identical twin girls and had a 
medical crisis. Her due date was Sept. 24, 2011. On Sunday, June 19, 
2011, my daughter was feeling significant pain in her side and called 
her doctor to advise him. The doctor told her it was probably the twins 
resting on a nerve but scheduled an appointment for that Wednesday, 
June 22. 
 
The doctor examined Nicole and said that everything appeared to be 
fine but decided to do a sonogram. The sonogram indicated that one 
baby had too much fluid. This condition is called TTTS (twin to twin 
transfusion syndrome). They rushed Nicole to the hospital and she was 
met by a team of doctors. The doctors said she was in a stage 4  
condition of TTTS which is very serious. 
 
The twins had slight heart beats and the doctors suggested the  
following options to my daughter: A) Cut the umbilical cord of baby 
Taylor, the twin with too much fluid. Taylor would then die but possibly 
baby Alexa would survive. B) Take no action and at some point both 
babies would die. C) Deliver the babies immediately although there 
was no guarantee that they would live. 
 
My daughter had just a few minutes to make a decision and she chose 
option C and both babies were delivered via an emergency C-Section at 
Winthrop Hospital in Mineola, New York. The twins were delivered at 
26 ½ weeks and a few minutes after birth were given the Apgar test 
which tells the general health of the newborn. The score is from one to 
ten, one being the lowest. Taylor received a score of one and medically 
had no chance of survival. Alexa was given a two to three score and 
had a slightly better chance of survival. 
 
 

While this was happening I received a call that the twins were 
dying and that I should leave my hair salon business and come 
immediately to the hospital. While driving to the hospital, 
which was forty-five minutes away, I prayed and cried, asking 
the Lord to save the twins. I felt in my heart that the Holy Spirit 
was speaking to me saying that they would survive. It took  
seventeen minutes to stabilize Taylor who was in grave danger 
and then both babies were placed in two separate incubators. 
 
I was surrounded by bad news for days so I took a picture of 
St. Pio’s bleeding hands and put it in the incubator with Taylor 
who was in critical condition. Alexa was in stable but critical 
condition. I had a strong desire to put a picture of Blessed John 
Paul II in the incubator as well. I had a 5 by 7 plaque at home 
of John Paul II but it was too big to put in the incubator. I 
asked my sister and family and friends if anyone had a smaller 
picture of him but I had no success in finding one. At this point 
I asked the Lord for His will to be done and prayed to St. Pio 
and Blessed John Paul II to intercede. 
 
A week went by and one of my customers came into the hair 
salon. He was seventeen years old and told me he had just  
returned from Rome and while praying in front of the tomb of 
John Paul II he felt led to get a picture of him and a medal and 
bring it to me. The young man said he didn’t understand it but 
he knew he had to do it. I put the picture in Taylor’s incubator 
and the rest was in God’s hands. 
 
The twins are now four years old and weigh over thirty-five 
pounds and are both in good health. We are not sure which 
doctor or nurse placed this on Taylor’s crib, but the morning of 
discharge from the NICU (neonatal intensive care unit) there 
was a Certificate of Excellency on Taylor’s crib that read, 
“Taylor Walker, 114 days in the NICU- A True Miracle.”  
                                – Mr. Raffaele Ferraioli 
 


